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NOTE TO THOSE SEEING THIS STUDY ON THE WEB SITE:
Our aim is to regularly post a new lesson on therfit part of each month. So if you
wish to follow this course of study, please checlegularly each month. If no new
lesson appears at the beginning of a particular mdh, it indicates that we were
unable to get it ready in time. In such a case, @ase check for it after the first of the
following month. Your questions or comments are weomed and will be responded
to as much as possible.

PATHWAY OF LIGHT STUDY COURSE
by R. W. Young

“But the path of the just is as a shining light tha shines more and more unto the
perfect day.” (Prov. 4:18)

“These things have | written unto you that believeon the name of the Son of
Yahweh; that ye may know that ye have eternal lifeand that ye may believe on the
name of the Son of God.” (1 John 5:13)

LESSON 157, 1 John chapter 2 (continued)

We have seen that this letter of John is writtesiow the marks of one who, as
being a true believer, has eternal life. As weticwe in 1 John chapter 2, we see John
pointing out that one of those marks, or testhedhg a true believer, is how he relates to
this world system.

VERSES 15-17 Love not the world, neither the thgsthat are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love of the Father is noti him. (16) For all thatisin the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of theyees, and the pride of life, is not of the
Father, but is of the world. (17) And the world @msses away, and the lust thereof:
but he that doeth the will of Yahweh abides for eve

Here John makes it plain that the true believare who loves Yahweh - does not
love the world. This is the same thing that Jasess. In James 4:4 he writes, “You
adulterers and adulteresses, don't you know thatfrilendship of the world is enmity
with Yahweh? Whosoever therefore will be a friendtlee world is the enemy of
Yahweh.” This, just like John’s statement, is vetsong condemnation for those who
are friends of the world.

In both cases, that of James and that of Johrtethe for the world is “kosmos”
(English “cosmos”). This term in the Greek medms ‘torderly arrangement” and refers
to the system of things in this physical realm refation.

When Yahweh created things we read in Gen 1:3d“God saw every thing that
he had made, and, beholtdwas very good. And the evening and the morning weee th
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sixth day.” Yet John says, “For all thatin the world, the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is notleé Father, but is of the world.” Why is
that so?

There are two things that enter into this. Fiesien though all was very good as
Yahweh made it, mankind was not made to be attatthélae things Yahweh made, but
to Yahweh Himself. = The Heavenly Father gave lug@od things to enjoy. But we
must not love them in the sense of allowing therodgtivate our hearts.

Sin entered in when Eve was deceived and tempgetthédo enemy through his
stirring up her natural desires to the point whare put them ahead of obedience to her
Creator and, then, with his eyes wide open Adatovi@d her in it.

Even, desires that are not wrong in and of thewesekhould never have the
control of our lives.

But now, since the fall of man, many of our desi@e wrong and sinful.
Something happened to Adam and Eve when they tothed'tree of the knowledge of
good and evil”. From then on this knowledge becdneesin principle dwelling in their
bodies. This, sinful nature became passed ordam?s offspring and on down the line.
Thus the apostle Paul, using himself as an exawifplghat is true of us all tells of this
sinful condition in Romans chapter 7. For example says, “Now then it is no more |
that do it, but sin that dwells in me. For | kndvat in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwells no
good thing: for to will is present with me; blw to perform that which is good | find
not.” (Romans 7:17-18) In other words, the imation to sin became greater than the
influence of conscience.

Yahweh is against this “cosmos” or world systenit @®w is operating under the
spirit of this age. Moreover, Satan is called‘tped of this world” in 2 Corinthians 4:3-
4, which says, “But if our gospel be hid, it is ha@dthem that are lost: In whom the god
of this world hath blinded the minds of them whioélieve not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Messiah, who is the image ofwalh, should shine unto them.”

Here the word translated “world” is not “kosmodfut “aion”, which means
“age”. However, they are used somewhat interceably, for it is this present age and
condition of things that has polluted the “kosmtsit Yahweh created. We are told in
Galatians 1:4 that Yahshua “gave himself for onssthat he might deliver us from this
present evil world” [or “age”] “according to the Wof Yahweh, even our Father.”

So John, in keeping with the whole word of Yahuwseletting us know that loving
the world is an indication that the one who doessmot a true believer: “the love of the
Father is not in him”. Therefore, he or she daas‘imave eternal life”.

He tells us this not in order to leave us in candation, but that we might adjust
our thinking, our ways and manners so as not tdimoa to fall into that category. In
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other words we are to examine ourselves and seeewyestand in this relationship. If
we see that we are a lover of the world, what wetrdo is to repent, ask forgiveness and
change our ways.

So, then, it is very important to have a real us@ading of this. We need to
realize just what it means to love the world inesrtb make sure we are not dong so.

What John says is “For all thiatin the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lost
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Egthut is of the world.” The word “lust”
does not in itself mean sinful desire. It just meddesire”. So John is saying the
desires of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, hagtide of life (or desire to be somebody
admired in the eyes of others) are not to be oideguor controlling interest in life. We
are not to “love” them.

This is the same thing James was talking abounwag we have seen, he calls
those who are friends with the world “adultererd adulteresses.” Before he made that
comment James said, “From wheane wars and fightings among yo@dme they not
hence,even of your lusts [desires] that war in your membeY&?lust, and have not: ye
kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: yatfand war, yet ye have not, because ye
ask not.” In other words, wars and conflicts conyeebch one trying to get their own
desires satisfied at the expensive of, or in confith, the others getting their desires
satisfied. (James 4:1-2)

Then, in verse 3, just before he calls them “atals and adulteresses”, James
says, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye asksathas ye may consunmgupon your
lusts.” In other words James, like John, saylsetdiving to satisfy ones desires is to be
against Yahweh. He does not mean only sinful dssibut just living for the desires of
the things of this world and of our own appetited avants, instead of for Yahweh'’s will.

Satan originally used the things that John speéles “the things that are in the
world” to tempt Eve and cause man to fall into aimd disobedience. When Satan put
doubt into Eve’s mind concerning Yahweh'’s love andgested that Yahweh wanted to
keep them from something good, Eve began to lookhattree and saw its fruit as
pleasant to her eyes — the lust of the eyes -@tirik of it a being something tasty — the
lust of the flesh. Then, she thought of it as sthimg that would make her wise — “the
pride of life”.

Read it in Genesis 3:6: “And when the woman sast the treewas good for
food, and_that itwas pleasant to the eyeanda tree to be desired to maiee wise she
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gaw®alnto her husband with her; and he did
eat.” For her to like to see nice things, toteaty things, and to want to be wise was
not wrong in itself. That was the way she was nad¥ahweh.

He made us to have such enjoyments. Howevenittthpm ahead of obedience
to her Creator was to love them instead of Himntillthen, man was dwelling in total
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innocence. He was given free reign to enjoy thmg&¥ahweh made them. But when
Eve in deception, and, then, Adam knowingly (onulging of his wife) put desire ahead
of Yahweh and His word, it became sin and brougktt a polluted nature that they
passed on to their descendents.

Originally Adam and Eve were not ashamed of timakedness. They freely
enjoyed life and the way Yahweh had made thing$ itchildlike innocence without
having to think about what is right and what is mgo They only knew the enjoyment of
things made for them and the joy of knowing YahweFo them everything was good
and to be enjoyed as Yahweh made them. Theirajay pleasure must have been
immense.

However, after their minds were infected by theitfrof the “tree of the
knowledge of good and evil”, we read that theireywere opened and they knew that
they were naked”. They now began to think of hihg)s as either bad or good. Their
conscience now began to accuse them about doisg things that they came to think of
as bad or evil. Now their nakedness became etiilgir sight as they saw it in a different
light than before. So they tried to cover up thekedness with garments made of fig
leaves.

They now were dwelling in a condition of mind ching both good and bad
thoughts and desires, and saw things as being gobdd, instead of seeing everything
as good as it came from the hand of Yahweh. Khmwledge was not just on an
intellectual level, but also on a physical level efperiencing good and evil drives,
inclinations, or desires in their body, which imrtworked in their minds to draw them to
do those things that their conscience told thenewepng.

Thus it was that the cosmos, or world order, Wt originally made by Yahweh
for mankind to enjoy at will with thanksgiving thdir Creator while putting Him ahead
of it all became a source of sinful desires andiginds that drew them to even want those
things that they now looked at as evil. We allritave this force that draws us to desire
even those things that we look at as evil at works.

Furthermore, when man obeyed the devil, the weylstem that was originally
put under man’s dominion, then, became under twvd’sl€ontrol, for by obeying the
devil man became his servant. Satan became thefgthis age. (2 Cor 4:3-4) Thus
when he tempted Yahshua we read in Luke 4:5-6, “thaddevil, taking him up into a
high mountain, showed unto him all the kingdomdhef world in a moment of time.
And the devil said unto him, ‘All this power willdive thee, and the glory of them: for
that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever | iglive it.” Yahshua did not dispute
his claim, but just refused his offer and rebukid.h

Thus it is that the Bible teaches us that we areadld loosely this world and its
things and not to love them, but to consider oueselas pilgrims and strangers in this
present evil world. We are to use this world, ot abuse it (meaning not “overuse it”)
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as 1 Cor 7:31 tells us. Satan uses this worldtl@dhings in it to draw us into living
for it and for self instead of living only for Yalel as we should.

As we read John’s statement, we see that he emphatat this present world
and the things, and desire for the things, of pinesent world system, or cosmos, is soon
going to pass away, but that he who does the withe Father remains forever.. He
gives this as a reason, and incentive, for notigwhis world, but for loving the Father
and doing his will instead. Peter puts it this wayl Peter 2:11: “Dearly beloved, |
beseechyou as strangers and pilgrims abstain from fleshlyslug/hich war against the
soul.”

Our love is to be toward Yahweh and the heavehiygs, not the things that
pertain to this world in gratifying the desirestbé flesh and natural mind. We are to
love righteousness, meekness, kindness, and whatsesis good and virtuous, and to
be striving for these things rather than the thitngs satisfy the desires of the flesh, eyes,
and admiration of others. This way of life — tlodtseeking after the things of Yahweh
and His righteousness — can, and should, be ouroivlife. But it can be only so by
having Messiah in us and by walking after the prongs of the Holy Spirit through the
word, rather than following our own natural propéas, which are selfish and sinful as a
mixture of good and evil due to the nature thatrAgemssed on to us.

We will now conclude, this lesson by reading agshn’s words to, “Love not
the world, neither the thingbkat are in the world. If any man loves the world, the lafe
the Father is not in him. For all thatin the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lost
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Eathbut is of the world”, to which we
should all say a hearty “Amen”.



