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NOTE TO THOSE SEEING THIS STUDY ON THE WEB SITE:
Our aim is to regularly post a new lesson on therfit part of each month. So if you
wish to follow this course of study, please checlegularly each month. If no new
lesson appears at the beginning of a particular mdh, it indicates that we were
unable to get it ready in time. In such a case, @ase check for it after the first of the
following month. Your questions or comments are weomed and will be responded
to as much as possible.

PATHWAY OF LIGHT STUDY COURSE
by R. W. Young

“But the path of the just is as a shining light tha shines more and more unto the
perfect day.” (Prov. 4:18)

“These things have | written unto you that believeon the name of the Son of
Yahweh; that ye may know that ye have eternal lifeand that ye may believe on the
name of the Son of God.” (1 John 5:13)

LESSON 163, 1 John 4 continued

As we continue with chapter 4 in 1 John, let usestber that the basic purpose
of this letter is to tell of those things that amarks of the true believer, and, therefore, the
things whereby we can “know that” we “have eterlif@’ (as stated in verse 13 of
chapter 5).  John just finished telling us, arakming us (in verses 1-6) concerning
testing the spirits (spirits working through mefijecause many false prophets are gone
out into the world” (Verse 1). Then, he specifizalarns against the spirit of the anti-
Messiah, which denies “Messiah has come in fleshivVe go on from there as John
returns to the main theme.

VERSES 7-11 Beloved, let us love one anotherrflove is of Yahweh; and every
one that loves is born of Yahweh, and knows Yahweh(8) He that loves not knows
not Yahweh; for Yahweh his love. (9) In this wasnanifested the love of Yahweh
toward us, because that Yahweh sent his only begett Son into the world, that we
might live through him. (10) Herein is love, nothat we loved Yahweh, but that he
loved us, and sent his Sorto be the propitiation for our sins. (11) Beloved, if
Yahweh so loved us, we ought also to love one aneth

This is the one issue that John emphasizes oveper as evidence or proof of
being a true believers and, therefore, of haviegnet life — the issue of having love for
one another. Here he connects it again with #wve lirth, which Yahshua spoke about
as recorded in the gospel of John chapter 3 incbiiversation with the Pharisee named
Nicodemus.
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Love is, in fact, the very essence of what happerssperson when they become
a partaker of the promised “New Covenant”. Thenpse of that covenant is two fold:
(1) the full pardon of our sins, and (2) the wigtiof Yahweh’'s law upon our hearts.
Both of these elements involve our receiving of Wah's love.

First of all, we receive Hisove as it “was manifested” by His giving His only
begotten Son “that we might live through Him”. s best expressed in that very well
known verse of John 3:16, which says, “For Yah®eed the world that He gave His
only begotten Son that whosoever believes in hioukhnot perish, but have everlasting
life.” Or, as the John expresses it here in ve&e“Herein is love, not that we loved
Yahweh, but that he loved us, and sent his t8die the propitiation for our sins.(The
Greek word translatetpropitiation” is the word used for “mercy seat” ihe Tenach, or
“Old Testament”, as translated into Greek in thpt@agint.)

So this is how love fulfills that part of the Ne@ovenant” under which our
iniquities are forgiven. We read of this in Jer@h 31:34, which says, “And they shall
teach no more every man his neighbor, and every msanbrother, saying, Know
Yahweh: for they shall all know me, from the leaftthem unto the greatest of them,
saith Yahweh; for | will forgive their iniquity, &l will remember their sin no mare

(Some claim the New Covenant is not in effect petause, they say many of our
neighbors do not yet know Yahweh. But the Biblekes it very clear that we are now
under the New Covenant. For example it is sai@ @orinthians 3:6 that Yahweh “also
has made us able ministers of the new testamentfribe letter, but of the spirit: for the
letter kills, but the spirit gives life”.

The truth is that everyone who is under this Neswdéhant does already know
Yahweh and does not need to be taught to do sd.iF kadat Jeremiah is referring to. In
other words, our “neighbor, and ....brother” isapeg of those within the covenant”.
Even in the millennial kingdom it is evident thaitreveryone will know Yahweh in the
way Jeremiah is saying, for at the end of the 1p8&rs a great multitude show they
really did not know Him in this intimate way, besauthey accept the devil’'s deception
and go up against Yahweh at Jerusalem.)

The way love enters into the other part of theeoant, the part that says, in
Jeremiah 31:33, “I will put my law in their inwaphrts, and write it in their hearts; and
will be their God, and they shall be my peoplefasnd in Romans 5:5, which says,
“And hope makes not ashamed; because the love lovétais shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us.” Whefis love is put within us by Him
indwelling us by His Spirit, His law is, therebyritten within us, for in Galatians 5:14
we read, “For all the law is fulfilled in one wgrdven in this; Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself.” Also, Romans 13:10 sayspv# works no ill to his neighbor:
therefore loves the fulfilling of the law”.
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Thus John also emphasizes the importance of oummaure that we exercise
this part of the New Covenant by saying in versé& ot this chapter, ‘Beloved, if
Yahweh so loved us, we ought also to love one amdthOur ability to do so — to truly
love one another — is a major proof we are truéebets — that we have been born of
Yahweh and, therefore, have eternal life.

Peter also makes it plain that by our new birthaneebrought into true love. He
writes in 1 Peter 1:22-23, “Seeing ye have putifijur souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit untonfeigned love of the brethresee that ye love one another with a
pure heart fervently: having been born again, h@boruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of Yahweh, which lives and abides feeré’ Thus, he also makes it clear,
as does John, that love is a primary evidenceeohdw birth.

However, even though His love is put within us, ave still admonished to be
diligent to exercise that love, for we have a frnelt and must still fight the old nature, or
flesh, that is self centered instead of having lea. As Peter says, since we have (in
our conversion or new birth) “purified” our “souls obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto un-pretended (or genuine) love of the brethvem are to “love one another with a
pure heart fervently

In other words, we have the love within us by Hhaly Spirit — we have the
ability to love - but it is not automatic. Rathéris left up to us as to whether we
continue in that love that began when we first bezdorn again. As we will see again
in chapter 5 of 1 John, if we are born of Yahweb,will have a love for those who are
born of Yahweh. Nevertheless, it must be exedcisEhat is to say, we must practice it
by an act of our will.

We did not have the power to truly love othersobefcoming to know Yahshua,
not with true love, or as Peter says “ unfeigne@lo This sincere love only comes from
Yahweh and is planted in us by His Spirit.

As Paul points out in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 it isspible to do many things that
look like true love, but are not. You can evenegil your goods to feed the poor and yet
not have true love (what the Greek calls “agap&Me inner motivation may wrong and
the person may be just trying to get praise, oraeense of personal satisfaction of
feeling he is someone great.

True love is called “disinterested benevolence”Qlyarles Finney in the book
they have titled “Finney’s Theology”. He pointatdhat it is the choice of the will to
live for the greatest possible good, which, as diatp out, is the happiness or well being
of each kind of being according to their degreeabflity each has to experience
happiness.
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That is why the law says we are to love Yahwelheose His well being or
happiness - above all others. We are to love Hihodse to live for His happiness or
gratification) with all our hearts, soul and mindr (might), because His ability to
experience happiness is infinite, for He is thénité One.

Next, we are to love our neighbor (choose his gootiappiness) as ourselves,
because his ability to experience good, or happineshe same as ours.

Thus, love is a moral choice and not just a gaatdirig toward Yahweh or others.
We may not really like a person, in the sensekifdj his or her ways and manners. But
we are still required to do whatever we can prgpdd to promote that person’s well
being or happiness.

In addition to the general choice of seeking tonpote the happiness of all
according to the law of Yahweh, we are to haveexigi love for other believers. The
law says to love your neighbor “as yourself’.  Hower, Yahshua said, A new
commandment | give unto you, that you love one lagmptas | have loved you, that ye
also love one another.” (John 13:34) How did Heelas? He gave His life for us. This
is even greater than loving someone as yourself.

That is why the apostle Paul writes, *
believers) “better than themselves”. (Phil 2:3)

‘...and leche esteem other” (other

VERSES 12-15 No man hath seen Elohim at any tim# we love one another,
Yahweh dwells in us, and his love is perfected insu (13) Hereby know we that we
dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath giverswf his Spirit. (14) And we have
seen and do testify that the Father sent the Sdo be the Savior of the world. (15)

Whosoever shall confess that Yahshua is the Son&hweh, Yahweh dwells in him,
and he in Yahweh.

Actually, John is saying “none”, or “no one”, hesen Elohim at any time. Not
even the angels have seen Him in the sense ofddenee, or total being. Yes, in Ex
24:10 it does say Moses, Nadab, Abihu and the sgwdders of Israel “saw the God of
Israel” (KJV). But that was the Logos or Word nmgkHimself known before He was
made flesh in person of Yahshua the Messiah. idrtdtial being, as the Infinite One, no
one can see Him for you cannot see Infinity.

As | have explained elsewhere, the Word (or Mengdhe living expression or
manifestation of the invisible, un-seeable Onen fakct, one of the meanings given by
Strong to the Greek “logos”, which is translated“@&rd” in John 1:1 is “the Divine
expression”.  And, of course, any word is an expression ofmsthing. “House”
expresses a certain type of building.  “Car’resges a kind of vehicle, “dog” a kind of
animal, etc., etc. So “the Word of Yahweh” is thetich expresses, or shows what
Yahweh is.
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Of course, when it speaks of “the Word” in Johh, 1t is speaking of a being, a
being who is “with Yahweh” and yet “is Yahweh” Again, as | have said elsewhere, this
is the expression or manifestation of Yahweh Elohinereby He makes Himself known
or seen to created spirit beings out of (or withding Infinity. It is the emanation of the
Invisible One, coming forth in a form that is vikdhn the spirit realm, and that perfectly
expresses Him.

Thus John says, “none has seen Elohim at any tint, then, he says, “If we
love one another” He “dwells in us, and we in Him¥hat a marvelous thing this is: that
Yahweh, the Almighty lives in us, and we live inntli This is exactly what Yahshua
prayed would be, as recorded in John 17:21-23.

Then, John adds that it is by us having the Hplgt$hat we know He lives in us.
This is because “Yahweh is that Spirit” as 2 Cot.73ays. Also it is our confession that
Yahshua is the Savior and the Son of Yahweh thawslhwe live in Yahweh and Yahweh
inus. 1 Cor 12:3 tells us that, “... no one sagy Yahshua is Adonai’ (KJV, “Lord”)
“except by the Holy Spirit”. Such a true from theart confession is only made through
the Holy Spirit.

VERSES 16-18 And we have known and believed thave that Yahweh hath to us.
Yahweh is love; and he that dwells in love dwellsriYahweh, and Yahweh in him.
(17) Herein is our love made perfect, that we mapave boldness in the day of
judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world18) There is no fear in love;
but perfect love casts out fear: because fear hatiorment. He that fears is not made
perfect in love.

John continues with this central theme that oundpén Yahweh and Yahweh in
us is seen by the love we have to one another.spdeifically says that “Yahweh is
Love”. Therefore, he is saying that this is thasan why we will have love if He is in us
and we in Him.

Then, he points out that if we are like Yahwelthis world — if we have His love
operating through us — “we may have boldness ird#yeof judgment”.

Next John tells us that “there is no fear in lavédie says “perfect love cast out
fear.” Why? “Because fear has torment” (and Ipv@motes happiness not torment or
punishment). Then, he says that the one who feaist made perfect in [or “by”] love.

The kind of fear being spoken of here is not tfear’ of Yahweh” that we all
should have and that is commended in the BibRroverbs 1:7, for example, says, “The
fear of Yahwehis the beginning of knowledgebut fools despise wisdom and
instruction.”

Peter says, “And if ye call on the Father, whethauit respect of persons judges
according to every man's work, pass the time of ymjourninghere in fear”(1 Peter
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1:17) And Paul writes, Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyddasiin
my presence only, but now much more in my absemogk out your own salvation with
fear and trembling.” (Philippians 2:12) But theare what | would call latent, or
inactive, fears.

By that | mean, they do not make you fearful i@ s#ense of causing anxiety. But
they are fears in the sense that you know the &m@ss of things and, therefore fear to
do wrong and to be careless. Yet, because you $&twour mind to trust Yahweh and
to strive to do His will, you do not actively dwatl fear.

(The expression, “Fear and trembling” is an idiozn,manner of speech, that
means with a great realization of the importanceeiousness of the matter. This is
seen by the fact that Paul writes in 1 Corinthiarg “And | was with you in weakness,
and in fear, and in much trembling.” Obviously Pawas not fearful and literally
trembling all the time he was with the brethren Gdrinth. But he realized the
seriousness of his ministry to them.

Also Paul wrote to the Corinthians about theiitade toward Titus when he
came, saying, “And his inward affection is more rdant toward you, whilst he
remembers the obedience of you all, how with fead tembling ye received him” 2
Corinthians 7:15. Surely they were not actuakyrbling, but they were very concerned
to treat him well, seriously concerned about makiimg feel wanted and appreciated.)

We all need the kind of fear that a seasoned redest has. He realizes the
extreme danger of being careless in working wittteicity. Yet, he is so experienced
and so careful that he is not afraid, because Ihedeys the rules in working with it.

So we are to realize the seriousness of life aadabe afraid to live carelessly
and sinfully. Yet, we are to believe Yahweh isrthto keep us from falling (Jude 24,25,
| Peter 1:5, etc.) and have made up our mindsrieeddim to the best of our knowledge
while trusting in His grace and mercy. Therefove,do not dwell in active fear.

And because we love Yahweh and the brethren, Becawr focus is on His love
and His mercy toward us, and on seeking to serve, Mie need have no fear. If we
really love Yahweh and have our center of attentbonHim, on serving Him and our
brethren we will not fear, because we know He acuaepin the Beloved” (Eph. 1:6) and
His grace and blood covers us while we are walkingye light (I John 1:7).

In other words, since we are saved by grace ahtyhworks, as long as we love
Yahweh and know He loves us so that we are wallinigne with what we know, we
have no reason to fear the judgment to come. At$2gs in Romans 8:15, “For ye have
not received the spirit of bondage again to feart ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.”
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When we were in bondage to sin, we had good re@stear. But now that we
have His Holy Spirit (as Yahweh dwelling in us amd in Him) we have been set free to
serve Yahweh. And as long as we do so, becdusa ¢tove to Him, all fear is cast out.
Thus as we read in 2 Tim 1:7, “Yahweh has not giwerhe spirit of fear, but of power
and of love and of a sound mind.” And as JohnesyitPerfect love” [Yahweh’s love
shed in our hearts by His Spirit] “casts out fémcause fear has torment”.

So, in summary, although we fear Yahweh and, tberefear to walk in a sinful
life, if we have perfect (that is, complete lovej ¥ahweh and as long as we know how
fully He loves us (enough to have given His Sodlitofor us) we do not dwell in fear.
We do not have fear of judgment, because we knovarneevalking in the light and the
blood of Yahshua keeps cleansing us from all sin.

VERSES 1 John 4:19-21 We love him, because hesfiloved us. (20) If a man
say, | love Yahweh, and hates his brother, he is lgr: for he that loves not his
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love Yahwehhem he hath not seen? (21)
And this commandment have we from him, That he whdoves Yahweh love his
brother also.

Indeed our love to Yahweh did not come until warted that He loved us
enough to put His own Eternal Life, His Word, iritesh as His only begotten Son, and,
then, give Him to die for us so that we could came His family.

But if we love Yahweh, we will also love His othahildren as well. To think and
say that we love Yahweh while we hate (or do net)oothers is to deceive ourselves
and become a liar. As John says, if we do nat lmw brother whom we have seen, how
can we love Yahweh whom we have not seen.

Someone might say that ‘“Yahweh is beautiful andhdeoful; therefore | love
Him. But my brother is not, but is unlikeable;lsdon’t love him.” But to say that is to
confuse the meaning of love by making it to me&e bbr admire, feel good about, etc.
And that is just confusing love with “attractionwtard”, like a man saying he loves a
certain woman, but meaning he is attracted to-Hes feels good when he thinks of her.

As has been said, or indicated, love (in the s@fishe Greek word “agape”) is to
have as one’s overall choice in life the promotainas much good, that is, as much
happiness, as possible. Therefore, to say yoa lee toward Yahweh (in the sense of
choosing to do what makes Him happy or satisfied)not to have the same attitude, or
choice of will, toward others, is not to be chogsilm promote all the good possible.
Therefore, it is not true love.

If your guiding choice in life is to promote alhd good (all the happiness)
possible, then, you certainly will love (chooseptomote the good) of the one whom you
see and have direct effect upon. And, as Johratek, to say you love, in this sense of
choosing to seek to promote the satisfaction, messi, or gratification of one whom you
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have not seen or do not have immediate contatt (Miahweh) while you do not seek
to do good to the one you do have immediate comtabt(your brother) is to be a liar.

John concludes by sayingAnd this commandment have we from him, That he
who loves Yahweh love his brother also.” Thusididates that not loving is the same
as hating. And we must not confuse the kind @élthat is mere attraction towards, or
good feelings about, etc., with the type of love Bible speaks of in the commandments.
There is no in between place in this sense of love.

We cannot totally control how we feel about sonmggi{even though we do have
some control there also). But the love spokensad amoral commandment is a choice of
the will, and not a mere emotion, except as thetemas under our control (which is
another matter entirely).

So in conclusion, since Yahweh is love, those ateborn of Yahweh will have
His love, His disposition to promote blessing amdy Therefore, having such a love
for our brothers and sisters, for all our fellowntan beings, and for Yahweh, each and
everyone to the degree of what they can experiamk what we can promote, is
evidence that we are born of Yahweh, that He dweliss and we in Him, and, therefore,
that we have Eternal Life.

We have a great chapter ahead in 1 John chapedobk at next.



