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NOTE TO THOSE SEEING THIS STUDY ON THE WEB SITE:
Our aim is to regularly post a new lesson on therfit part of each month. So if you
wish to follow this course of study, please checlegularly each month. If no new
lesson appears at the beginning of a particular mdh, it indicates that we were
unable to get it ready in time. In such a case, @ase check for it after the first of the
following month. Your questions or comments are weomed and will be responded
to as much as possible.

PATHWAY OF LIGHT STUDY COURSE
by R. W. Young

“But the path of the just is as a shining light tha shines more and more unto the
perfect day.” (Prov. 4:18)

“These things have | written unto you that believeon the name of the Son of
Yahweh; that ye may know that ye have eternal lifeand that ye may believe on the
name of the Son of God.” (1 John 5:13)

LESSON 165, 1 John 5

We now continue, and conclude, our study of thisagiittle book of 1 John.
Verse 5 ended with, “Who is he that overcomes tloeldy but he that believes that
Yahshua is the Son of Yahweh?” We continue frbard.

Verses 6-12 This is he that came by water and lald, even Yahshua Messiah; not
by water only, but by water and blood. And it is tke Spirit that bears witness,
because the Spirit is truth. (7) For there are three that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. (8) And there are
three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and he water, and the blood: and these
three agree in one. (9) If we receive the withesd men, the witness of Elohim is
greater: for this is the witness of Elohim which hehath testified of his Son. (10) He
that believes on the Son of Yahweh hath the witnegs himself: he that believes not
Yahweh hath made him a liar; because he believes nibe record that Yahweh gave
of his Son. (11) And this is the record, that Yakeh hath given to us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son. (12) He that hath th Son hath life;and he that hath not
the Son of God hath not life.

There are a variety of opinions by notable bildbatars as to what the apostle
John meant when he said Yahshua came “by watebland”. Some such as Augustine
said John was referring to the blood and water WwHam~ved out when the Roman soldier
thrust a spear into His side on the cross (or terstiake). A number of others take it to
refer to the “sacraments” of water baptism andNfaster's Supper. Tertullian, Lange,
Neander, Erdmann, Weiss, and many others takeéféo to Yahshua’s baptism by John
the Baptizer and His death for our sins. Sevetta¢rs take “by water” to refer to the
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baptism appointed by Messiah (believer's baptisagsdume they mean) and “blood” to
to refer to the death of Messiah (blood). The awsi commentators make different
combinations of these various ideas.

| believe those are right who say that when Ja@hid ¥ahshua came by water he
was referring to His baptism by John the baptizaed that His coming by blood was
referring to His shedding His blood on the stak&Calvary. He came into His public
ministry, and began His mission on earth at the2tishen the Holy Spirit came on Him
at His baptism in water by John. The final fuifiént of His ministry on earth was His
death on Calvary when He shed His blood and detharith a load voice, “It is finished”
(Greekteleo, “completed”, “accomplished”) ase read in John 19:30.

In other words, Messiah’s entire mission on eaddban at His baptism by John
and was completed when He died to pay for our shtis. work was finished at Calvary.
This brought Him to the resurrection by which Heneain His humanity back into the
glory — the divine life — that He had with the Fatifwith Yahweh Elohim) before He
was made flesh.

Even though from all eternity past He was born aiuthe Infinite One as the
Word or Expression of Yahweh (John 1:1) just asrétys of the sun have been born out
of the sun ever since it came into existence, ame ¢hough He was the only begotten
Son of Yahweh by being born into humanity by thdy&pirit in the virgin womb of His
mother Miriam, yet Acts 13:33 says He became the &oyahweh in His resurrection.
Acts 13:33 says, “Yahweh hath fulfilled the sanmbouus their children, in that he hath
raised up Yahshua again; as it is also writtethégecond psalm, ‘Thou art my Son, this
day have | begotten thee.”

In His resurrection the man Yahshua was born th&life of Elohim (“God”).
His flesh and bone took on spirit life after Hisnan, blood life was gone. As we read in
1 Corinthians 15:45, “And so it is written, Thestirman Adam was made a living soul;
the last Adanwas made a quickening (or “life giving”) spirit.”

Thus by His ministry on earth (which began at bigptism and was concluded
with, and completed by, His death for our sins) th@n Yahshua came into His new,
born again, life —the Eternal Life — the life of Md@eh. As John said, He caméy water
and blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witndsscause the Spirit is truth.”

The Holy Spirit bore witness to Him at Yahshuaaptism when the Holy Spirit
descended on Him. We read in John 1:32-34, “ArtthJmare record, saying, | saw the
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, anddtde upon him. And | knew him not:
but he that sent me to baptize with water, the sseiek unto me, Upon whom thou shalt
see the Spirit descending, and remaining on hisnstme is he which baptizes with the
Holy Spirit. And | saw, and bare record that thssthhe Son of Elohim.” John bore
witness indeed, but at the same time it was rah#ywitness of the Holy Spirit. The
Spirit also bore witness by raising Him up from tlead. (Rom 8:11)
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Also the Holy Spirit bears witness to us so thatlvave the witness in our hearts
as John the apostle says in verse 10 of this chafRaul also writes to that effect in
Romans 8:16, which says, “The Spirit itself beaitsiess with our spirit, that we are the
children of God.”

But first, the apostle John says, in verse 8, “Mmefe are three that bear witness
in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the bl@odt these three agree in one.”

Verse 7 is generally not considered as being e dhginal scriptures, but is
considered to have been added by some copier im#rgin (which is why | put it in
italics). However, | wonder about this, for | wonder wig says “And there are three
that bear witness” and adds the words “in eartistdad of just saying “there are three
that bear withess” when he names the three: aSphg, water and blood.

Whether that verse (7) was in the originals orlreziuld argue that what it says is
true according to other scriptures. The Fathex, Word (which is Yahshua) and the
Holy Spirit are indeed in heaven. And that thee¢hare one is also very clear from the
scripture. John 1:1 says “the Word was with Elolimd the Word was Elohim”, and yet
the Bible clearly states that Elohim is one.

However you understand that oneness, it still Say®re is one Elohim...” (1
Tim. 2:5), which is all that the questioned verssays.

Also, the Holy Spirit is called “the Spirit of Hian”, and 2 Corinthians 3:17 says,
“Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of Yahwiahthereis liberty.” (KJV)
Kurios in the Greek, translated “the Lord” in the KJVosh either be read as “Yahweh”
, or “the Master”. So these, and many other sargstu could bring in, do show that the
Father (Yahweh Elohim) and the Word (Yahshua as\tbed made flesh and now seated
in heaven), and the Spirit, called the Spirit oh¥eh (1 John 4:2, et. al.) and the Spirit
of Messiah (1 Pet 1:11) are one, however you utalgishat oneness, which would also
be true of John’s statement in verse 7 if he didewt.

That is where we will just have to leave it fomno All | am saying is that the
statement made in verse 7 is true whether it walsdroriginal scripture or not. This is a
subject | have somewhat addressed before and pyolwdbagain. So now let's move
on.

The three that bear witness “on earth” are “th&itSpnd the water and the
blood.” Then, it says ‘these three agree in oii&is can also be translated (maybe even
better) “the three are one” (as translated in tbedy-Rheims translation and by Tyndale
and Wycliffe). Yet it does mean that they are onéhe sense of agreeing together. We
see that the Holy Spirit was involved in all aspeof Yahshua's life and ministry
including the water (His baptism that began Highdgministry) and the blood (that was
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the final purpose of, and conclusion of, His egrthinistry), so that the three are all in
harmony or agreement.

So John goes on with an allusion to the teacmnipe law that “in the mouth of
two or three witnesses shall every word be estadli’s (as rendered by Yahshua in Matt
18:16) by saying that if we receive the withessieh, the witness of Yahweh is greater.

The witness he is referring to is Yahweh's witness$lis Son, which was orally
given at His baptism, given constantly by His mleacthat He did in Yahweh’s name,
and finally given by His resurrection from the dead

If we believe in His Son we also have the witnessurselves. Those who don’t
believe Yahshua make, or “call”, Yahweh a liar lo§ accepting the record He has given
of His Son. This record is found in the prophetsd in the spoken and written word of
the eye witnesses to Yahshua’s life and resurmedtmm the dead. It is witnessed to, as
John tells us, by the Spirit, water and blood.

What is that record? It is that “Yahweh has git@ms Eternal Life, and this life
is in His Son.” Then, John tells us that if weséndhe Son, Yahshua the Messiah, we
have life — Eternal Life. But if we don’t have tBen of Yahweh we don't have life. As
other scriptures point out, we are, then, stillddeasins and trespasses.

VERSE 13 These things have | written unto you thabelieve on the name of the Son
of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal lifeand that ye may believe on the
name of the Son of God.

This brings us to the verse that we consideretiérbeginning of our study of this
letter in order to highlight the things John wafemneng to as the proofs of our being true
believers and, therefore, possessors of Eternal L&l through the book we have seen
those evidences.

To use this verse by itself to assure someone ithahly you believe you,
therefore, have Eternal Life, as | used to be taugthe Baptist Church, and is taught in
other fundamentalist churches can be deceitftllealds people to think that just because
they have a mental persuasion of the facts of tspe and agree that they accept or
believe in the Savior they have eternal life.

We used to ask a person, “Do you believe in J&suBhey said, “Yes”, then,
we said, well it says right here to those thatdwaithat they have eternal life.

But, as pointed out in the beginning of our stuthhn was in effect saying he had
written to them to show them the proofs or evidetizd you are a true believer in the
Bible sense of that term. If you find “these tsh in your life, then, you are a true
believer and, therefore, do have Eternal Lifeth#y are not true in your life, then, you
are not true believer and ,therefore, do not haanal life.
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VERSES 14-15 And this is the confidence that weakie in him, that, if we ask any
thing according to his will, he hears us: (15) Ad if we know that he hears us,
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitis that we desired of him.

If we fit the picture of a true believer, then, keow that Yahweh hears us and
will answer our prayers. But of course those pmysust be according to His will and
be prayed as the Bible teaches with earnestnesseasidtence of faith.

VERSES 16-19 If any man see his brother sin a simhich is not unto death, he
shall ask, and he shall give him life for them thasin not unto death. There is a sin
unto death: |1 do not say that he shall pray for it. (17) All unrighteousness is sin:
and there isa sin not unto death. (18) We know that whosoeveés born of God sins
not; but he that is begotten of God keeps himselgnd that wicked one touches him
not. (19) And we know that we are of God, and the whole worlddis in wickedness.

This is an amazing thing that we can actually poaya fellow believer whom we
see committing sin and will, thereby, be givingItb such. (But that is only if it is a sin
that is not sin unto death.) This seems to b&eg&ping with our functioning as priests,
as mentioned in 1Pe 2:9: “But gee a chosen generation, a royal priesthood ....".

James 5:20 says, “Let him know, that he which eotsvthe sinner from the error
of his way shall save a soul from death, and shd# a multitude of sins.” So, perhaps,
praying for the brother or sister whom we see sigralso implies that we need to, then,
warn him or her and seek to bring about that pessogpentance of the sin being
committed.

In any case it is necessary that our prayers soméining about the repentance of
that person for whom we pray, for Yahweh will nordive those who are willfully
sinning, as Hebrew 10:26 states. However, thexesias of ignorance, as stated in the
Law of Moses, and, in whatever way it works, therpise is that when we pray for a
fellow believer whom we see sinning a sin not whtath we will, thereby, be giving life
to that fellow believer.

But notice this is not a suggestion that we thnag p It does not say “If” we pray
we will give life to that fellow believer. It sayf” we see the brother sinning a sin not
unto death, then, we “shall ask”. This is mor@a@ommand than a mere suggestion that
is optional. It is telling us to ask.

John points out that “all unrighteousness is sifhat is to say, anything that is
not right to do is sin. James 3:2 tells us, “Fomany things we offend all. If any man
offend not in word, the samsa perfect mamand able also to bridle the whole body.” In
other words we all offend (Gregidtaio “trip up, err, sin, fail”); we all miss the mark in
many things. We certainly need one another’s psaye
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But John says there is “a sin” unto death. He,sdydo not say you should pray
for it.” He does not say “There are siumsto death”. He is not talking about a certain
category of sins that are called “mortal sins”, 8lnbut some specific sin that it is useless
to pray about. In other words, “it” is a speci§in, a very serious sin, which it appears
there no remedy or forgiveness. What sin is What is the sin unto death?

There are two places that refer to a sin thattieeither no forgiveness for, or no
possibility of repentance for. In Matthew 12:308&2hshua says, “He that is not with
me is against me; and he that gathers not withaatess abroad. Wherefore | say unto
you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be feegi unto men: but the blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven unto men. And whoserespeaks a word
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven himt Wwhosoever speaks against the Holy
Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, neither ingtworld, neither in thevorld to come.”

Yahshua was talking to men who saw His miraclekimgy power, such as casting
out devils by His word, and yet so hardened thearts that, instead of acknowledging
that He was the Messiah and repenting of their, $ivey set their hearts against Him and
accused Him of doing His miracles by the power &@ia8.

Also, in Hebrews 6:4-6 we read, “Fdris impossible for those who were once
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly ajiit, were made partakers of the Holy
Spirit, And have tasted the good word of Yahwetd the powers of the world to come,
If they shall fall away, to renew them again unépentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of Yahweh afresh, anchputo an open shame.”

This is not talking about the ordinary backsliddro gets gradually, caught up in
sin so as to temporarily start walking in a sinfugrldly life. Such can repent and get
restored, even as Yahweh said to Israellan3:22, “Return, ye backsliding childremd
| will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come urtee; for thouart Yahweh our
Elohim.” Rather it is talking about the person wiad so advanced with Yahshua into a
completely full salvation, wherein they experiendkd fullness of Holy Spirit, but then
at some point made a decision to turn back andfsitgwing Him. (I personally knew
such a person.)

In the first instance mentioned in Matthew 12:3)-that of the religious leaders
of Israel who rejected the Messiah and spoke agtiasHoly Spirit, this kept them from
entering into His salvation and eternal life. the situation mentioned in Hebrew 6:4-6 it
is talking about those who were by all appearameesfollowers of Yahshua, therefore,
our brethren, but who turned away from Him, in othverds, became apostates. In both
cases the end result was the rejection of YahshitlaeaMessiah and as Savior.

They are the ones of whom John says he does saghauld pray for them.
Such prayers would not bring life to them, becaligds impossible to bring them to
repentance”. They have crucified “ to themseles $on of Yah afresh, and guin to
an open shame” or have just hardened their hegaiast Him.
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VERSES 20-21 And we know that the Son of Yahwels come, and hath given us
an understanding, that we may know Him that is true and we are in Him that is
true, even in his Son Yahshua Messiah. This is the true Elom, and eternal life.
(21) Little children, keep yourselves from idolsAmen.

Rather than being as the anti-messiah’s about wdam previously wrote, “We
know that the Son of Yahweh is come.” And we knthvat He has given us an
understanding in order that, through Him, we magvkryahweh the true Elohim.” We
know Yahweh, and may come to further know Him, thee Elohim, through His Son
and through Him alone.

As Yahshua said, “I am the way, the truth, andlifiee no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) And again we reaMatthew 11:27 All things are
delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoves Son, but the Father; neither
knows any man the Father, save the Sonhartd whomsoever the Son will revdam.”

Now, in his concluding remarks John makes it clier relationship between
Yahweh, who is the Heavenly Father and the OneoadElohim, and the Son, who is
“the image of the invisible Elohim”(Col 1:15) andn“whom dwells the fullness of
Elohim bodily” (Col2:9), go together. You can@ave one without the other.

He says, “we are in Him that is trueeven in his Son Yahshua Messiah.” By
being in Yahshua the Messiah we are in Elohim, &sr,quoted, He is the fullness of
Elohim dwelling bodily”.

Then John says, “This is the true Elohim, andnetelife.” The Greek word
translated “This” in the KJV, means “This one”.rdfers back to “Yahshua the Messiah”
as the antecedent of the pronoun “this”. So Jshsaying “This one”, “Yahshua the
Messiah” is the true Elohim and eternal life.

John began his book by saying, “That which wasftbe beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, wihighave looked upon, and our
hands have handled, of the Word of life; For tie Was manifestedand we have seen
it, and bear witness, astiow unto you that eternal life, whichwas with the Father, and
was manifested unto us (1 John 1:1-2) In other words here in the begig of writing
his book John declares the Yahshua is the etefeal |

So also in the end of his writing he makes theesdatlaration. He says we are
in “Him that is trueeven in His Son Yahshua Messiah” and, then, adds, “Ehike true
Elohim and Eternal Life”, as many translations sashYLT(Young’s Literal Translation)
DLNT, LEB, MOUNCE, NET and TLV all translate it, dras all the others gives its
meaning.
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Then, John adds, “Little children, keep yourselfresn idols.” Any worship

aside from the worship of Yahweh in and through Hidy begotten Son, Yahshua
Messiah, is idolatry. Thus John concludes hisimgiby saying, “We are in Him that is
true, even in his Son Yahshua Messiah. This One is the tro&if, and Eternal Life.
Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.”



