WHEN DID OUR SAVIOR DIE AND RISE AGAIN?
(What did He mean by “Three days and three nights?)
by R. W. Young

In Matthew 12:38-40 we read, “Then certain of thebes and of the Pharisees answered,
saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee.t lBlanswered and said unto them, An
evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sigthithere shall no sign be given to it, but
the sign of the prophet Jonah: For as Jonah & tdays and three nights in the
whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be threes dand three nights in the heart of the
earth.” (KJV)

By reading this passage of scripture with the ngatof, and manner of speaking in, our
modern Western world, we would naturally concluada tour Savior was saying He was
going to be in the heart of the earth, that is deft 72 hours, with three consecutive,
literal, complete daylight periods plus each ofitterresponding complete nighttime
periods of time.

However, there are others who say that in the tini® was spoken it was a Hebrew

idiom that merely meant any parts of three conseewtays. That is to say, they claim

that it could be any part of the first 24 hour dédng whole of the next 24 hour day, and
any part of the third 24 day. They say it was canro use the phrase, “three days and
three nights” in this way at that time in histondan the Hebrew society..

So what is the truth in this matter? Can we readolid conclusion by studying how
this worked out in the actual events given in thigldBas relates to the death, burial and
resurrection of our Savior? | believe we certagdn do so.

But before we begin our study of that, let me makew preliminary comments.

First, | want to point out that | will be callinguo Savior, the Messiah of Israel, by the
name He was given at His birth, which is “YahshuaQf course in English today He is
called “Jesus”, and in modern Hebrew He is calfédshua”.

In other articles | give my reasons for using kdal name as it was pronounced in the
time of biblical Hebrew instead of these other fermFree information will be given
upon request to anyone wanting to know more alusgf &nd about how this relates to
the name of the God of the Bible, which is “Yahw@hn™Yah” in its shorter form) which
personal name of the Almighty was removed from niBbtes about 6,832 times by the
translators. But for now, | am merely pointing it by “Yahshua” | will be referring
to the person who is commonly called “Jesus”.

Next, | point out that Yahshua never said thatdige of Jonah was the only sign of His
being the Messiah. Some make the foolish stateren if you do not believe that
Yahshua was in the tomb for what we mean todayumnoodern Western language by
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“three days, and three nights” (that is, threealtoaylight with their three nighttime
periods) you are not accepting the only sign givext He was the Messiah.

However, John wrote in John 20:30-31, “And matheo signgruly did Yahshua in the
presence of his disciples, which are not writtethis book: But these are written, that
you might believe that Yahshua is the Messiah,3be of God; and that believing you
might have life through his name.” So, the si§danah - that of being “three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth” - was thienate sign that He was the Messiah, and
it was the only sign that was to be given to teatil*and adulterous generatiomn other
words, Yahshua’'s death and resurrection was thmatk and final sign to anyone as to
who He was, and was the only sign that He woule gov those who up till then had
refused to accept the many signs that He had gligiadn.

Finally, before going on with the facts what showatv Yahshua was referring to as
“three days and three nights” | point out that Hi mbt say He would merely be in the
tomb “three days and three nights”, but that Heildde “in the heart of the earth” for
that period of time. The tomb was not “the hedirthe earth”. The heart of anything
(whether a system or physical object) is the ceotdhat thing. The heart of the earth
would be the center of the earth. His body wathentomb, of course, but His soul or
actual person was in “the heart of the earth”.

Without going into extensive proof about what happdo the wicked, and to the
righteous, at death, let me point out what happdnedahshua when He died. What
happened to His “inner man” ( as contrasted with“tuter man”). In 2 Corinthians 4:16
and Eph 3:16 Paul speaks of “the inner man”. lde apoke of being absent from the
body in 2 Cor 5:6-8. Also, Peter spoke in 2 Pé&téB-15 of leaving (or departing from)
“this earthly tabernacle”. Stop and think abdut i

As respects Yahshua there can be no reasonablé dsub where He went when He
died, for Romans 10:7 says the righteousness tf flmes not say “...who shall descend
into the deep, that is, to bring Messiah up frommdead” (KJV). The word translated as
“deep” in the KJV is the Greek word “abussos”.

“Abussos” is where the demons begged Yahshudonsénd them after they said, “art
thou come to torment us before our time?” Youtbeeby comparing Matt 8:29 with
Lk 8:31. The account in Matthew 8:29 says the @lesn “cried out, saying, What have
we to do with thee, Yahshua, thou Son of God?hart tome hither to torment us before
the time?” The account in Luke 8:31 tells us tiey, then, “... besought him that he
would not command them to go out into the deepliisTword translated “deep” here in
the KJV is again the Greek word “abussos”. Themmaahs knew they would eventually
be tormented in the Abussos. So they begged Hinota@lo send them there before their
appointed time.
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The “abussos” is seen in Rev 9:1,2 as a placeertbiel earth, which upon being opened
released huge amounts of smoke upon the eartb.thié place from which the “beast” of
Rev is spoken of as ascending from in Rev 17:8,itaisdvhere the devil will be cast and
confined for 1000 years per Rev. 20:1-3. Thupgears to be another name for Sheol or
Hades, or at least that part where wicked beingkept until the day of resurrection.. It
is there that Yahshua went when our sins were glaceHim in His death. That is why
we also read in Eph 4:8-9 that Messiah “descendidthe lower parts of the earth” (at
His death) before He “ascended up on high” (atrelssirrection).

So with all of that said, let's now proceed to sd®t happened as respects the timing of
Yahshua’'s death and resurrection. Does the Bimtavsthat by “three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth” Yahshua meanh@@rs, as some contend, (or at least
parts of 3 daylight periods and parts of their @ttime periods) or does it show that He
must have been using a Hebrew idiom, which duiirag time in history could mean any
part of three consecutive 24 hour days, as otlwrend?

To begin, we need to consider when Yahshua watoplgath as it relates to the feast of
the Passover.

Abib 14 was the specified day on which the Passa&the lamb itself was called, was
to be killed.. At sunset of the 14th it chantgsor becomes, the 15th of Abib , which
is the start of the 7 day Feast of Unleavened Bfead 23:5,6) In the time of our Savior
the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Breadomerkined to such a degree in the
people’s minds that the entire period of time Wwasped together as being one feast and
called ‘the feast othe Passover, and of unleavened bread” (Mk 14Thus we also read
in Luke 22:1 “the Feast of Unleavened Bread dregihyvhich is called the Passover”.

Now let's begin our pursuit for the answer to thesstion of what Yahshua meant by
“three days and three nights” by first looking la¢ tyospel accounts about Yahshua and
the apostles keeping the Passover. Knowing th&epethe law perfectly, let's see if He
died after the time of the killing of the Lamb, or diedl the actual time of the killing of
the Lamb. We will do this by examining all the agnts that show when He kept the
Passover.

Whatever the case turns out to be does not chdmagéatt that He is the fulfillment of
being the Lamb of Yah that took away the sins @& World, just as He was also the
fulfillment of the Atonement sacrifice, and of eyesther sin sacrifice ever required
under the Torah, or Law of Moses, even though Héoeisly did not die on the day
when the atonement sacrifice was slain or whethalbther sin offerings were slain.

We begin with Matthew 26:17-20, which says, ‘Ndke first day of the feast of
unleavened bread the disciples came to Yahshumgsagto him, Where wilt thou that
we prepare for thee to eat the Passover? AnditieGa into the city to such a man, and
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say unto him, The Master saith, My time is at handjll keep the Passover at thy
house with my disciples. And the disciples didJasus had appointed them; and they
made ready the Passover. Now when the eveningcaae, he sat down with the
twelve.”

As | pointed out earlier, the whole period of tifmem the 14th of the month of Abib
until the end of the 7 day Feast of Unleavened @iead become called the Feast of
Unleavened Bread. (There is little doubt thatlbes started eating unleavened bread on
the 14th of the month. ) This was the 14th of thenth, the day the Passover was
supposed to be killed as will be clearly seen ag@ntinue on in our study.

Exodus 12:6 clearly shows that the lamb was toiledkon “the fourteenth day ...in the
evening”. Actually the Hebrew says “ben ha ergb- “between the evenings”.
Without going into exactly what that means, in aage, it was to be killed on the 14th.

Notice that the apostles came to Yahshua asking Wimare they should prepare the
Passover. Obviously, they knew this was the cotre® to do so. This would require
them to take the Lamb to the priest to have ieHillso that they could, then, roast it for
the Passover meal. This day on which they camé&tshua asking where they should
prepare the Passover was undoubtedly the 14theahtinth (the correct time for killing
the lamb) which will also be shown clearly by thbkey accounts.

Verse 20, says, “And when the evening came, Hel@ah with the twelve.” So, since
one day ends, and the next day begins, at suneetatidown to eat the Passover Lamb
on the day after it was killed, which would, there, be the 15th of the Hebrew month
of Abib since the Passover (the lamb) was killedren14th of Abib.

Next, we read the account in Mark 14:12-17, “Ahe first day of unleavened bread,
when they killed the Passover, his disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou ttheg go
and prepare that thou mayest eat the Passoverd hansendeth forth two of his
disciples, and saith unto them, Go ye into the eibd there shall meet you a man bearing
a pitcher of water: follow him. And wheresoever shall go in, say ye to the goodman
of the house, The Master saith, Where is the ghasiber, wherd_shall eat the
Passover with my disciples? And he will show you a largeper room furnished and
prepared: there make ready for us. And his dissiplent forth, and came into the city,
and found as he had said unto them: #rey made ready the Passover. Andin the
evening he cometh with the twelve.”

| have highlighted several things. First, we sdleat this was “the first day of

unleavened bread” (which, as | have shown, the evipelriod of time became called).
But more specifically, it was said to be the tirfwehen they killed the Passover”. (The
term “they” would refer to the people, or Jewsgeneral.) So it was the day when the
Jews “killed the Passover”, which was Abib 14thNext, we read that the Savior, in
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fact, declared that He “would eat the Passovétihally, we see again that it was in
“the evening” that He actually came to eat it. u$hHe ate the Passover, and did so on
the proper day, the day after it was supposec tkilked, rather than the same day it was
killed., since “evening” would have begun the n24tday.

The next account is found in Luke 22:7-13, whidyss “Then camdhe day of
unleavened bread, when the Passover must be killed. And he sent Peter and John,
saying, Go and prepare us the Passover that weatayAnd they said unto him, Where
wilt thou that we prepare? And he said unto thBehold, when ye are entered into the
city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitdiervater; follow him into the house
where he entereth in.  And ye shall say untaytfedman of the house, The Master saith
unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, wherghall eat the Passover with my
disciples? And he shall show you a large uppemréurnished: there make ready. And
they went, and found as he had said unto them:tlzeyl made ready the Passover.” |
high lighted the “I shall eat the Passover” to paiat that He, who does not lie, said He
would do so.

The main thing in this account is that it was, “they of unleavened bread, when the
Passover must be killed”. The significant thisghat it was plainly stated that it was,
“when the Passover must be killed”. It was the@drtime for the lamb to be slain. The
apostles know this (as did all the Jews).

The conclusion from all three accounts, theref@éhat although He died at the general
time, or the season of, the Passover, He did moatlthe exact time that the Passover ,
the Lamb, was being killed, as some insist thahBié to in order to fulfill His being the
Passover Lamb. As | have pointed out, His dadthiéd not only the Passover, but also
the Day of Atonement sacrifice, and every otherssiarifice even though He obviously
did not die at all those times.

He certainly died as our Atonement for sin, as \aslthe Lamb whose blood was shed to
take away our sins and to release us from the gtyttad the devil as the prince of this
world, which Pharaoh was the type of. Yet, itlisar that He did not die at the exact
time that the Passover (Lamb) was killed, not eganthat same day, for He ate the
Passover the day following.

Before we look at the evidence that shows what Mahksneant by being in the heart of
the earth for “three days and three nights”, l&bisa moment to look at the passage in
John that deals with Yahshua eating the Passovédrat He ate the Passover (the lamb)
on that last night (before He was slain) has alrdlagen established from the three
“Synoptic Gospels”.

John’s account is found in chapter 13. John P3shys, “Now before the feast of the
Passover, when Yahshua knew that his hour was tioaténe should depart out of this
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world unto the Father, having loved his own whicerevin the world, he loved them
unto the end. And supper being ended, the dewiing now put into the heart of Judas
Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him.”

This passage causes some to concluded, that gortrathe other three witnesses

(Matthew, Mark, and Luke ), John says this suppas Wefore the Passover. However,
that would make either John to be a false witnes#je other three to be false witnesses,
and we would have a glaring contradiction in theél&i That cannot be. And there is

nothing in this passage that requires it to so.read

John is simply making the statement that befoeeRhAssover, that is, before the time
when the Passover was to be killed, roasted areheaven though Yahshua knew He
was about to leave this world, having loved His ayrto that point He continued to love
them until the very end. He loved them even whki®wing that one of them would
betray Him, and that all the rest would forsakenHHe still loved them unto the very
end. That's the only thing John was saying ughi point in his writing.

Then, without giving the details of the preparationthe Passover, or even what went on
during the eating of the meal (as the other writhkxls John simply skipped the details of
the preparation and of the meal itself and jumpghe end of the meal by saying, “and
supper being ended” etc.  This clearly has tadheePassover supper, as the context
shows from the beginning statement, and as the attt®unts show.

John chapter 12 tells us that it was 6 “days leetbe Passover” when Yahshua came to
Bethany and had His feet anointed” etc. It theasgon to give other events leading up
to the Passover, along with certain things Yahsaic during that period of time. Then,
with coming right up to just before the Passovehnlin this chapter 13 merely starts by
declaring Yahshua’'s enduring love even while having Passover and His death in
view. Having mentioned Yahshua enduring love fag lwn, John, next, jumps to the
events that happened after the meal, events thatrred on the night of Yahshua’'s
betrayal and death.

In keeping with the other accounts, and with Johwuirlg mentioned that is was before
the Passover, it should be obvious that the supyttioned was the Passover supper.
The context makes this very clear. It is strafigé so many get mixed up about this.

One verse that is used by some to say this summerded in John 13 was not the
Passover supper is John 13:29. There we read sttoe of them thought, because Judas
had the bag, that Yahshua had said unto him, tBage thingsthat we have need of
against the feast; or, that he should give somgttarthe poor.” They assume that this
means the apostles thought Yahshua was tellingsJiodlauy those things needed for the
Passover meal, and that this, therefore could eothe Passover meal. There is no
reason to make such an assumption. And that cab@othe case unless scripture
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contradicts itself and either John was or the wsitd the other three gospels were false
witnesses. In which case, we would have no waknofwing if our records about the
life of Messiah are right or not.

The answer is that by buying something for the tfettey must have meant to buy
something for the rest of the feast of tabernacksiter all, there was still the rest of that
day, and still 6 more days to go until the endhef feast. As far as whether or not it was
0.k. to buy on that same day or not, | do not krfowsure, for it was not the weekly
Sabbath. | do know that the women bought spideswthey saw Yahshua was dead, or
dying, which as | have shown was on the daylightipo of the 18" of Abib.

With that being said, let's go on to see when Yahstied and when He arose again,
which will also show us what He meant by the phrddeee days and three nights”
according to the Hebrew understanding of that fimfastory.

The time of day that He was hung on the stake mstiorged in Mark 15:25, which says,
“And it was the third hour, and they crucified Him. Yet in John 19:14, it is said, “And
it was the preparation of the Passover, and atheusikth hour...” Matthew 27:45-51
indicates that it was about the “ninth hour” of thegy.

My purpose here is not to go into an explanatiowbét these seemingly different times
mean and how they can all be reconciled. Ratlestlwant to point out what is quite
evident to most, which is that He was put on tla&estand died in the daylight part of the
day. (As regards what is meant by “the prepamnatif the Passover” | will speak to that
matter latter on in this writing.)

First, what about the matter of when He rose from dead? We have three different
statements made in the Bible about when He woulld thwerefore, did rise again.

There are 13 places were it is said He would (dy dse “the third day” or “on the third
day”. (You can look these up in a good concordgndéere are 5 places where it was
said He would arise “in three days”. In 2 pladess mentioned that He said He would
arise “after three days”.

The 13 places which speak of Him rising on “thedtday” and the 5 that speak of His
resurrection as being “in three days” are basidhkéysame. The only one that differs is
the one speaking of “after three days”.

In Acts 10:40 Peter is quoted as saying, “Him @aded up the third day, and showed
him openly.”  Since so many passages speak ofdsisrrection being the third day, or
in three days, the statement “after three days”’trsamehow mean the same thing as
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well. It can only mean that He would, and didse afterthe third day came, not that
He arose after the third day was over, for thatld/de the 4th day, which cannot be.

Actually that phrase “after three days” was madeeoby Yahshua and later quoted by
the Pharisees. They quoted it to Pilate as recbind Matthew 27:62-64, which says, “
Now the next day, that followed the day of the ar@tion, the chief priests and Pharisees
came together unto Pilate, Saying, Sir, we renegntitat that deceiver said, while he
was vyet alive, ‘After three days | will rise againCommand therefore that the sepulcher
be made sure until the third ddgst his disciples come by night, and steal hivayg and
say unto the people, He is risen from the deadhsdast error shall be worse than the
first.”

This shows us that they understood “after threes'day means the same as “until the
third day.” Otherwise they would have asked Bilat secure the tomb until the fourth
day. This is an example of how the Hebrew mind way of speaking at that time was
different than our Western way of thinking and dpeg in our modern time.

Thus we have to settle on the fact that, as Patdr ¥ahweh raised Him “up the third
day”. Also Paul said, “he rose again the third dagording to the scriptures”. (1 Cor
15:4) So, we still need to see if when He shasé words “three days and three nights”,
that Yahshua meant a literal 72 hours, as we staledt them to mean in our modern day
and way of thinking in the Western world ( or aade parts of three consecutive days
and nights). Or was it an idiomatic phrase thatnibt require one to consider it actually
meaning 3 consecutive 24 days that had to inchlidef the nights connected to those
days as well?

| found something on the internet on a site calloblogetics page” that is interesting
concerning this matter. | quote it below.

“While to the 2f-century reader these statements may initially appe
contradict one another, in reality, they harmompeéectly if one understands the
different, and sometimes more liberal, methodsiemts often used when
reckoning time. In the first century, any partaotlay could be computed for the
whole day and the night following it (cf. Lightfgol979, pp. 210-211). The
Jerusalem Talmuduotes rabbi Eleazar ben Azariah, who lived arofirial 100,
as saying: “A day and night are an Onah [‘a partxd time’] and the portion of
an Onah is as the whole of it” (froderusalem TalmudShabbat ix. 3, as quoted
in Hoehner, 1974, pp. 248-249, bracketed commemirig.). Azariah indicated
that a portion of a 24-hour period could be coa®d the same “as the whole of
it.” Thus, as awkward as it may sound to an Anaaritiving in the 21 century, a
person in ancient times could legitimately spekamnething occurring “on the
third day,” “after three days,” or after “threeydaand three nights,” yet still be
referring to the same exact day.”
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This is what we are still planning to show is tlase as we continue to further check out
the facts presented in the Bible concerning thehgdaurial and resurrection of our
Master.

We have seen that Yahshua ate the Passover anddtlgitl so after the proper day for
killing it and preparing it. The day for killing was the 14 of the first month, the month
of Abib (or Nisan). This was when the disciplespgared it. That was the proper day for
preparing the Passover, that is, the Lamb accotdifiixodus 12 and elsewhere/. Then,
as we have seen, in the evening, that is, aftesespwhich would make it the 5f the
month, they sat down and ate the Passover.

The 18" was the first day of unleavened bread and waditsieSabbath of the feast,
while the last one was 7 days latter. The onlgo®abbath during the feast would be the
weekly Sabbath. Actually these feast sabbaths walled “shabbaton” in Hebrew,
rather than “Shabbat”, as the weekly “Sabbath” wated. However, the Greek only
has the one term “sabbaton” for both.

The difference between the feast Shabbaton andvdekly Sabbath was that on the
Shabbaton it was said that you are to “do no semibrk”, which seemed to mean no
hard labor or regular type of work. Some worlghsas preparing your meals could be
done on those Shabbatons. Exodus 12:16, for exasaylk, “And in the first day there
shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventttldere shall be an holy convocation to
you; no manner of work shall be done in them, ghae which every man must eat, that
only may be done of you.”

However, on the weekly Sabbath Day — the Shabbasays — no work at all may be
done. You are to prepare for that day by fixingryfood the day before, which it why it
became called “the preparatiolay”. Thus when the manna fell in the wilderness in
Exodus 16:23 we read that Moses said to the petphes is that which Yahweh hath
said, To morrowis the rest of the holy Sabbath unto Yahweh: bied which ye will
baketo day,and seethe that ye will seethe; and that whictanesnover lay up for you to
be kept until the morning. “ And regarding the wWgeShabbat we are told in Leviticus
23:3, “Six days shall work be done: but the sevatdh is the Sabbath of rest, an holy
convocation; ye shall do _no wortherein: it is the Sabbath of Yahweh in all your
dwellings.”

When we read in Mark 15:42, “And now when the ewas come, because it was the
preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbéthgs to be the weekly Sabbath day that
it was the preparation for, because the 15th,iteeday of unleavened bread, which was
a Hebrew “shabbaton”, had already occurred and tivasvery day on which He was
impaled.

The day before these Shabbatons was never cahedpfeparation, the day before the
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Sabbath”, because there was nothing to were rejpnepare for as would be the case
if you could not cook your food, and do any othelated labor on that day.. You could
do these, even when it came to fixing the Passmea on the 15th of Abib, which is a
Shabbaton, not a Shabbat. The only preparationwauld have to do the day before
(the 14th) was to kill the lamb. Most likely thegcluding the apostles, did do much of
the rest of the preparing. But because it waaotpletely required, it was never called
“the preparation” meaning “the day before the S#nba

In fact the term translated “preparation” is “p&ese” in Greek and was the actual name
of the 6th day of the week, the day before the WeBkbbath. It is still the name used in
Greek for what is now called “Friday” in Englishit was, and yet is, the name of a day
of the week, the day of preparing for the weekhpl#dh Day”, the day of the 4th
commandment.

When John says in John 19:31, “The Jews therefmweause it was the preparation”
[paraskeue] “that the bodies should not remain upencross on the Sabbath day, (for
that Sabbath day was an high day,) besought Riatetheir legs might be broken, and
that they might be taken away” , the Jews wereusotg term “high day” as referring to

a festival Sabbath as some contend. There is aue pihere a “shabbaton” is called a
“high day”. This is just something made up by some who came up with this idea by
assumption, but an idea that has nothing to sutistarit. Then, it was carried on, or
repeated, by others who use it to try to provertpesition that this was not speaking of a
weekly Sabbath, but an annual shabbaton. .

What apparently made that weekly Sabbath considerdg a “high day” is that is was
the weekly Sabbath Day that marked out the coumtndtm the Feast of Shavuot, the
feast of weeks. The Jews did not want Him to feda the “cross” on this special
weekly Sabbath day that marked the beginning ohting toward Shavuot, or Pentecost.

There can be no question that the Sabbath thatrreccithe day after Yahshua was
impaled was the weekly Sabbath, for we have seantlle annual shabbaton began the
night He ate the Passover, since it was killedddyebefore (that is, on the "1 of Abib).
Even the statement that the women rested “accordirte commandment” bears this
out, for there is no actual commandment to “rest’amy day called a “shabbaton” in
Hebrew, but only on the weekly sabbaths and theda#tonement, which is also called
a “Shabbat” like the weekly Sabbath is.

The 10 commandment Sabbath is the only one on wiashan actual commandment to
rest. The other sabbaths (as shabbatons) menelp €lo no work as “servile work”, on
them. No place is there a commandment to totally on them.

Another thing some point out is that the term tiatesl “Sabbath” in the statement in
Matthew 28:1 should be “Sabbaths”, for it is pluralthe Greek, even though the KJV
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translates it as as, “In the end of the Sabbatlit, lzegan to dawn toward the first day
of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Margee the sepulcher”.  The
Greek word translated “Sabbath” in the KJV is irdlpéural. This would be due to one
of two possibilities.

First, the plural form for Sabbath in the Greek va#s0 used to mean week. If that is
what was meant, then, the passage could be rendarede end of the week ”, referring

to the previous week which ended with the weeklglsaéh. (In fact the Greek, in using
the word “opse”, which is translated as “in™ inetiKJV, can also mean “after”. So this
passage could properly be translated “After thekwase it began to dawn toward”, etc.)

However when it says in Mark 16:1, “And when thdlssth was past, Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bavgket spices, that they might
come and anoint him”, the Greek word translatedbtfa#h” is singular. Thus it could

only be referring to the weekly Sabbath. And afirse we know that it was on the first
day of the week that they came to the tomb.

Thus it all points to the fact that Yahshua wasaftegd and died on the daytime portion of
the day on which the Passover was eaten (in thegu® nighttime portion of that day).
From what Matthew, Mark and Luke say we know tiait tvery day was, therefore, the
first day of the Feast of Unleavened bread, orltiof Abib. It was the day after the
apostles prepared for the Passover, and was thene@athat followed the night during
which the Passover meal was eaten. Therefokgast on the preparation day for the
weekly Sabbath that Yahshua was put to death. et lsfore sunset and was put in the
tomb shortly before sunset. He rested in the tambthe weekly Sabbath, and rose
sometime soon after the very beginning of the filsy of the week before the sun was
fully risen, which was when the women came to tmel, “early, when it was yet dark.”

He had to appear that day in order to show thaiveie only “three days and three nights
in the heart of the earth”. Thus, although “thdssg/s and three nights could mean 72
consecutive hours, it could also mean any parhi&fet consecutive days with, of course,
one whole 24 hour day in the middle, for thisdattvay is how Yahshua used it. In the
case of our Master’s being in the heart of theheatrtwas, just that, namely, part of the
first day, all of the second, and part of the thirdt He was in there.

Some point out that those who took Yahshua to é€dgtidgment hall had not yet taken

the Passover. They think this proves that the fionehe Passover had not yet come.
They quote John 18:28, which says, “Then led thalistiua from Caiaphas unto the hall
of judgment: and it was early; and they themseivest not into the judgment hall, lest

they should be defiled; but that they might eatRPassover.” They also include the fact
that when the Jewish leaders decided to kill Yahghey had said “not on the feast day
lest there be an uproar among the people.”. (i&th; Mark 14:2) Neither of these

facts prove that the time of the Passover had eiotgme.
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First of all, even though it was their plan to #a Passover at the usual time, and
although they planned to wait until after the fetaskill Him, both of these plans were
unexpectedly changed due to the sudden opporttivatyJudas was now providing them
by offering to take them to Him in betrayal of Him.

John 18:28 comments that “it was early” beforedtla the other statement, “and they
themselves went not into the judgment hall, lesythe defiled, but that they might eat

the Passover.” In other words although it hadegosomewhat later than usual for
taking (i.e. “eating”) the Passover, and they hatidone so because of being occupied
with the unexpected events of that evening, butas till possible to do so. Therefore,

they did not want to become prevented from doingysbecoming defiled.

In most cases of becoming unclean you could dadljaired ceremonial washing and
become clean again by evening. Which means that we¥e not concerned about
becoming unclean so that they wouldn’t be freaal®tthe Passover the following day, if
it had been the following day, for they could hdsezome clean by then. But they didn'’t
want to become unclean so as to be unable tdadtdl it on that same day.

They obviously did not want to be defiled on thaydbecause they would not, then, be
able to eat the Passover on that designated dawduld have to wait till the next month

to take it (under a special provision spoken dflim 9:10,11.). | repeat that, if the next
day, was the correct day to take it, their becondef@led on this day would not have

kept them from eating it, for they could have beeoatean again by then. This is,

therefore, really just a further proof that this swihe actually feast day (on which

Yahshua had eaten the Passover before He was pattb and laid in the tomb shortly
before sunset).

Another indication that the 1st day of the week Westhird day of Yahshua being in the
heart of the earth is the account that we find iatthkew 27:62-64 which reads as
follows: “Now the next day, that followed the daf the preparation, the chief priests
and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, sa8ingwe remember that that deceiver
said, while he was yet alive, After three days Il wse again. Command therefore that
the sepulcher be made sure until the third day,Hissdisciples come by night, and steal
him away, and say unto the people, He is risen filoendead: so the last error shall be
worse than the first.”

If they had understood “three days and threetsithh mean 72 hours, then they would
have asked that the tomb be secured until theag, not the 8 day as they did.

Think about it. Since this was the day after Yafastvas laid in the tomb, it had to be the
second day. If, as some say, “three days anc thights” means three consecutive,
complete 24 hours periods (or even three parthree consecutive days including at
least parts of each of their day and night pordidhen, if this day they were making their



13
request on is to be counted as the first day, fahsfiua to be three complete,
consecutive days in the tomb, He would also haen lzesmall part of an additional day
in death and the tomb, which would, then, be tltags and three nights, plus a little
more, for Yahshua was dead, and “in the heart@ftrth”, a short while before sunset,
and buried just slightly before, not after, sunset.

Luke 23:53-54 says of His body, “And they tookatxh, and wrapped it in linen, and

laid it in a sepulcher that was hewn in stone, wimenever man before was laid. And
that day was the preparation, and the Sabbath drewv Thus He died a while before
sunset and was put in the tomb before, but alntpstiaset.

Therefore, when the chief priests and Phariseesdasiat the sepulcher “be made sure
until the third day, since Yahshua was dead antewon the previous day, they had to

be making this request on th& &ay during which Yahshua was dead and buried.t Tha
would mean that they wanted the protection of dmelt until the next day, because they

said “until the third day, and the next day wouéthe third day.

If, as some say, this was not on the weekly Sabbatlwvhich they came making this

request, but the annual Sabbath, then, this doesenm with the fact that this was the

day after the time that the lambs were killed. Amgparation for the Passover would
have already been made, for the apostles camega®®here shall we prepare ...the

Passover?” Therefore, this day on which theyentadir request had to be the weekly
Sabbath.

Some of those who make the claim the preparatiantioreed was not the preparation for
the weekly Sabbath, but the preparation for thes®as shabbaton, say that Yahshua
was buried exactly at or a few minutes before t&8 df Abib, and that the 72 hours
began then. To them thiS' df the three 24 hour days when He was in the tbegan at
that time, and was followed by another day that matsa Sabbath (making that day two),
and was, then, followed by the weekly Sabbath oichvhle arose just before sunset —
just before the first day of the following week begvith set on what is called Saturday.

The problem with this is the fact that the womed dot come to anoint His body until
around sunrise of the first day of the week. Wid/tley not come to anoint it on that
day in between, which was not a Sabbath Day aif &flat theory is right?

So there you have it. It is clear that Yahshua puat to death, and went into the heart of
the earth (the “abussos”) then laid in the tomlihenfeast day, the day after the Passover
lambs were slain, the same day on which the Passoeal was eaten.. He was slain on
the preparation day, the day that is called FridayEnglish (and is still called
“Preparation”, i.e. “Paraskeue”, in Greek) thend lm the tomb just before the Sabbath
Day, the 7th day of the week. And He was, therefaised on the very beginning of the
1st day and seen alive on that day proving thaivble “three days and three nights in the
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heart of the earth” as He said He would be by ushaj idiomatic term as it was
understood by the people of that day.

Let's conclude our study by considering three sgesahat have been put forth as to
what day Yahshua died. Or, we can say three difteddays of the week that have been
proposed as to when the three days begin that ¥drat Yahshua called “three days and
three nights”.

First , let’'s note that on the first day of the Wethat is now called Sunday, the two men
that Yahshua met as they were walking on the wagnonaus said, “today is the third

day since these things were done.” (Luke 24:21he Words translated as “since” here
are the two words “apo” and “hos” . The first wof@dpo”, can mean a number of

different things, but the basic idea is separatitom whatever time or object is

mentioned.. It is often translated as “from”. Tqeestion is whether they meant this day,
Sunday, was the third day with the counting intcigdthe day the things actually

occurred as | think it must, or something else.

In other words is it best translated as, “Todayhes third day since these things were
done”, or better translated as, “Today is the thagl fromwhenthese things were done”.
Let’'s see how it works out by looking at these ¢hseenarios.

The first scenario is that Yahshua died on 4th dfiyhe week, which is now called
Wednesday. If we make it Wednesday when He tbeksupper, after which He was
taken to be slain, then, He would have died onetie part of the 4th day of the week
according to Bible way of counting the days of Wheek (as beginning at sunset). That
would make Wednesday daylight the first day, Wedag night the first night,
Thursday daylight the 2nd day, Thursday night the &ight, Friday daylight the 3rd day,
and Friday night the 3rd night. So He would hagd to then have risen sometime early
on Sabbath morning. That means He would have homgnd somewhere until part of
Saturday daylight, all of Saturday night and ddlittf Sunday morning had past, before
He showed Himself alive . That is very problemati§o | don’'t see how a Wednesday
death and burial could work out.

Let's try Thursday. If He died and was buried ba latter part of the daylight portion of

Thursday, then, Thursday daylight would be dayHyrsday nighttime, night 1, Friday

daylight, day 2, Friday nighttime, night 2, Satwddaytime, day 3, and Saturday
nighttime, night 3. If He arose on Saturday higather than on Sunday morning, then,
you would have parts of three days and three nights although you would not have 72
hours, you could say it was “three days and thrgkts “ that He “was in the heart of the

earth” if all your require is a parts of three cenigtive days and nights.

So a Thursday death and burial would work out fritvait standpoint, even though it
would not be three complete days and three compiigfiets. However, Yahshua is
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called the first fruits of them that slept. Sirtbe first day of the week, “the day after
the Shabbat” (not “shabbaton”) is the day of thst firuits, and Shavuot (or Pentecost)
was fifty days latter, it is much more likely thdé arose on that day, the first day of the
week than on the day before first fruits, if Hegas Sabbath.

Also, if we say Thursday is the day on which Heddsnd was buried, then we have
several problems in trying to reconcile it with #ie facts we have seen are clearly laid
out in the gospels. For one thing we are, theyingaNVednesday is the preparation. But
the very word “paraskeue”, translated as “prepandtmeans Friday. Even if we ignore
that, and make Thursday the preparation for tis¢ iay of unleavened bread rather than
for the weekly Sabbath, thereby making the day aftdhshua was slain the day of eating
the Passover, we contradict the other scripturbghwshow us that the day that Yahshua
kept the Passover and was slain was the first tithed-east of Unleavened Bread.

The only scenario that fits all the scriptureshattHe was put to death and put in the
tomb on a Friday, making it the first day, then ming the Sabbath as the 2nd, and
Sunday morning as the 3rd day. We conclude, thexetbat rabbi Eleazar ben Azariah,
who lived around A.D. 100, was right in what heoterin TheJerusalem Talmud “A
day and night are an Onah [‘a portion of time’] dnhe portion of an Onah is as the whole
of it, and that the statement is correct that s&gs,awkward as it may sound to an
American living in the 2% century, a person in ancient times could legitelyaspeak of
something occurring “on the third day,” “after tardays,” or after “three days and three
nights,” yet still be referring to the same exaay.d

Thus, of the “three days and three nights” wetkaethe day which is now called Friday
should be considered as the first “day and nighg,Sabbath that follows is of course the
2nd day and night, and Sunday is the third “day migtit” according to the language of
that day, even though it includes only a smalliparof the first day and third day. This
all fits the many scriptures that say Yahshua aftise third”, “on the third day”, in
“three days”, and “after three days” (meaning attterthird day had arrived).



